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Session #7: 144,000 Jewish witnesses

Remember, there are two main reasons for The Tribulation Period: 
1. To bring Israel to its knees so it accepts Jesus, as 

their Messiah. 
2. To judge the world of sin and wickedness. 

You might argue there is a third reason, though it is not unique to 
The Tribulation Period. The third reason might be to evangelize the 
world so that Christ can return (Matthew 24:14).

A major effort in God’s plan to evangelize The World during The 
Tribulation Period will be The 144,000 Jewish Witnesses of 
Revelation 7 and The Two Witnesses of Revelation 11.

“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in 
the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then 
the end will come.” (Matthew 24:14)

Matthew 24:14
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the 144,000

do the 144,000 come on the scene?when…
The 144,000 are introduced after the 6th seal judgment  
(Revelation 6). The terror-stricken people are crying out to the 
mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the presence 
of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the 
Lamb” (Revelation 6:16). This occurs in the beginning of The 
Tribulation Period. The Evangelists will be supernaturally 
protected by God and will enter The Millennial Kingdom alive 
(Revelation 14:1).



“Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, 
standing on Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 who 
had his name and his Father’s name written on their 
foreheads.” (Revelation 14:1)

Revelation 14:1

are the 144,000?who…
They are not Gentiles. They are not Jehovah’s Witnesses (This cult 
teaches that only 144,000 Jehovah Witnesses will go to Heaven).

These 144,000 are a group of Jewish men, 12,000 from each of the 12 
tribes of Israel, who are raised up by God to evangelize during The 
Tribulation Period. 
NOTE: Two tribes are absent — the tribe of Dan because of their 
history of idolatry (Judges 18:30-31) (1 Kings 12:28-30) (Amos 8:14) 
and Ephraim for the same reason (Hosea 4:17). The tribes of Levi and 
Manasseh replace them.

“There the Danites set up for themselves the idol, and 
Jonathan son of Gershom, the son of Moses, and his 
sons were priests for the tribe of Dan until the time of 
the captivity of the land. They continued to use the idol 
Micah had made, all the time the house of God was in 
Shiloh.” (Judges 18:30-31)

Judges 18:30-31



“After seeking advice, the king made two golden 
calves. He said to the people, ‘It is too much for you to 
go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, Israel, who 
brought you up out of Egypt.’ One he set up in Bethel, 
and the other in Dan. And this thing became a sin; the 
people came to worship the one at Bethel and went as 
far as Dan to worship the other.” (1 Kings 12:28-30)

1 Kings 12:28-30

“Those who swear by the sin of Samaria—who say, 
‘As surely as your god lives, Dan,’ or, ‘As surely as the 
god of Beersheba lives’—they will fall, never to rise 
again.’” (Amos 8:14)

Amos 8:14

“Ephraim is joined to idols; leave him alone!”  
(Hosea 4:17)

Hosea 4:17



of the 144,000Characteristics

1. Purchased (Revelation14:4b) – In other words, they have been redeemed 
by Christ’s Blood. They belong to Jesus as His special possession. 

“These are those who did not defile themselves with 
women, for they remained virgins. They follow the 
Lamb wherever he goes. They were purchased from 
among mankind and offered as firstfruits to God and 
the Lamb.” (Revelation 14:4)

revelation 14:4

of the 144,000Characteristics

1. Purchased (Revelation 14:4b) – In other words, they have been 
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possession. 

2. Singing (Revelation 14:2-3) – The 144,000 will join the Heavenly choirs in 
praising God for His saving work. They probably sang through their time of 
witnessing during The Tribulation Period, even in the face of trial and 
persecution. 



“And I heard a sound from heaven like the roar of 
rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder. The 
sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their 
harps. And they sang a new song before the throne 
and before the four living creatures and the elders. No 
one could learn the song except the 144,000 who had 
been redeemed from the earth.” (Revelation 14:2-3)

Revelation 14:2-3
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God.’ Then I heard the number of those who were 
sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel.”  
(Revelation 7:3-4)

Revelation 7:3-4
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4. Set apart for purity and service (Revelation 14:4-5)  

“These are those who did not defile themselves with 
women, for they remained virgins. They follow the 
Lamb wherever he goes. They were purchased from 
among mankind and offered as firstfruits to God and 
the Lamb. No lie was found in their mouths; they are 
blameless.” (Revelation 14:4-5)

Revelation 14:4-5
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5. Why Jews?

Ministry

The primary ministry of these 144,00 Jewish evangelists 
is to fearlessly preach the gospel of Jesus Christ during 
The Tribulation Period. The fruit of their labor will be 
people who come to salvation during The Tribulation 
(Revelation 7:9-14).

“After this I looked, and there before me was a great 
multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, 
people and language, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding 
palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud 
voice: ‘Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb.’ All the angels were standing around the 
throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. 
They fell down on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God, saying:

Revelation 7:9-14



‘Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor 
and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. 
Amen!’ Then one of the elders asked me, ‘These in white 
robes—who are they, and where did they come from?’ I 
answered, ‘Sir, you know.’ And he said, ‘These are they who 
have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.’” (Revelation 7:9-14)

“I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers 
and sisters, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has 
experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the 
Gentiles has come in, and in this way all Israel will be saved. 
As it is written: ‘The deliverer will come from Zion; he will 
turn godlessness away from Jacob.

Romans 11:25-29

And this is my covenant with them when I take away their 
sins.’ As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies 
for your sake; but as far as election is concerned, they are 
loved on account of the patriarchs, for God’s gifts and his 
call are irrevocable.” (Romans 11:25-29)



“For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, 
without sacrifice or sacred stones, without ephod or 
household gods. Afterward the Israelites will return and seek 
the Lord their God and David their king. They will come 
trembling to the Lord and to his blessings in the last 
days.” (Hosea 3:4-5)

Hosea 3:4-5
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the tribulation 
temple measurements

scripture…

“I was given a reed like a measuring rod and was told, ‘Go 
and measure the temple of God and the altar, with its 
worshipers. But exclude the outer court; do not measure it, 
because it has been given to the Gentiles. They will trample 
on the holy city for 42 months.’” (Revelation 11:1-2)

revelation 11:1-2



1. Solomon’s Temple (Approximately 600 BC)

the 5 temples of the bible

1. Solomon’s Temple (Approximately 600 BC)

2. Zerubbabel’s Temple (After Exile, 515 BC)

the 5 temples of the bible

1. Solomon’s Temple (Approximately 600 BC)

2. Zerubbabel’s Temple (After Exile, 515 BC)

3. Herod’s re-modeling of Temple (Time of Christ)

the 5 temples of the bible



1. Solomon’s Temple (Approximately 600 BC)

2. Zerubbabel’s Temple (After Exile, 515 BC)

3. Herod’s re-modeling of Temple (Time of Christ)

4. The Tribulation Temple (Re-built Temple, early in first 3½ 
years by Anti-Christ)

the 5 temples of the bible

1. Solomon’s Temple (Approximately 600 BC)

2. Zerubbabel’s Temple (After Exile, 515 BC)

3. Herod’s re-modeling of Temple (Time of Christ)

4. The Tribulation Temple (Re-built Temple, early in first 3½ 
years by Anti-Christ)

5. The Millennial Kingdom Temple

the 5 temples of the bible

The Temple is measured except the outer-court, which was for 
Gentiles. God is measuring only what is protected and 
significant to Him. The Gentiles will “trample on the Holy City” for 
the last 3½ years of The Tribulation bringing great persecution 
on the Jewish people there. Israel will be divinely protected when 
The Anti-Christ turns on them for the 2nd half of The Tribulation 
Period. After the Abomination of Desolation, some Jews will flee 
to the wilderness (Petra?). The rest, who remain in the city, will 
face terrible persecution. Two powerful preachers will appear in 
Jerusalem to execute judgment and provide a “witness” urging 
Jew and Gentile to turn to The Lord, Jesus Christ, for Salvation. 



the two witnesses

scripture…

“And I will appoint my two witnesses, and they will prophesy 
for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth. They are ‘the two olive 
trees’ and the two lampstands, and ‘they stand before the 
Lord of the earth.’ If anyone tries to harm them, fire comes 
from their mouths and devours their enemies. This is how 
anyone who wants to harm them must die. They have power 
to shut up the heavens so that it will not rain during the time 
they are prophesying; and they have power to turn the 
waters into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of 
plague as often as they want.

Revelation 11:3-13



Now when they have finished their testimony, the beast that 
comes up from the Abyss will attack them, and overpower 
and kill them. Their bodies will lie in the public square of the 
great city—which is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt—
where also their Lord was crucified. For three and a half 
days some from every people, tribe, language and nation 
will gaze on their bodies and refuse them burial. The 
inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them and will 
celebrate by sending each other gifts, because these two 
prophets had tormented those who live on the earth.

But after the three and a half days the breath of life from 
God entered them, and they stood on their feet, and terror 
struck those who saw them. Then they heard a loud voice 
from heaven saying to them, ‘Come up here.’ And they went 
up to heaven in a cloud, while their enemies looked on. At 
that very hour there was a severe earthquake and a tenth of 
the city collapsed. Seven thousand people were killed in the 
earthquake, and the survivors were terrified and gave glory 
to the God of heaven.” (Revelation 11:3-13)

are they?who…
Elijah – Predicted in Malachi 4:5. God used him to prevent rain from falling for 3½ 
years (James 5:17), just as the two witnesses will do. Elijah was immediately 
taken up into heaven (2 Kings 2:11), just as the two witnesses will be. Elijah called 
down fire from heaven, as will the two witnesses (2 Kings 1:10). He appeared with 
Moses on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-3).

Moses – Appeared with Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration. Moses turned 
water to blood (Exodus 7:20). The angel, Michael, fought for his body against 
Satan, who was trying to hinder God’s plan in the last days (Jude 9). 

Other Possibilities – Enoch, John the Baptist, or some “new” unknown prophets.



“See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great 
and dreadful day of the Lord comes.” (Malachi 4:5)

Malachi 4:5

are they?who…
Elijah – Predicted in Malachi 4:5. God used him to prevent rain from falling for 3½ 
years (James 5:17), just as the two witnesses will do. Elijah was immediately 
taken up into heaven (2 Kings 2:11), just as the two witnesses will be. Elijah called 
down fire from heaven, as will the two witnesses (2 Kings 1:10). He appeared with 
Moses on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-3).

Moses – Appeared with Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration. Moses turned 
water to blood (Exodus 7:20). The angel, Michael, fought for his body against 
Satan, who was trying to hinder God’s plan in the last days (Jude 9). 

Other Possibilities – Enoch, John the Baptist, or some “new” unknown prophets.

“Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed 
earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land 
for three and a half years.” (James 5:17)

james 5:17



“As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a 
chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and separated the 
two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind.”  
(2 Kings 2:11)

2 Kings 2:11

are they?who…
Elijah – Predicted in Malachi 4:5. God used him to prevent rain from falling for 3½ 
years (James 5:17), just as the two witnesses will do. Elijah was immediately 
taken up into heaven (2 Kings 2:11), just as the two witnesses will be. Elijah called 
down fire from heaven, as will the two witnesses (2 Kings 1:10). He appeared with 
Moses on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-3).

Moses – Appeared with Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration. Moses turned 
water to blood (Exodus 7:20). The angel, Michael, fought for his body against 
Satan, who was trying to hinder God’s plan in the last days (Jude 9). 

Other Possibilities – Enoch, John the Baptist, or some “new” unknown prophets.

“Elijah answered the captain, ‘If I am a man of God, may fire 
come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty 
men!’ Then fire fell from heaven and consumed the captain 
and his men.” (2 Kings 1:10)

2 Kings 1:10



“After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John 
the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by 
themselves. There he was transfigured before them. His 
face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as 
the light. Just then there appeared before them Moses and 
Elijah, talking with Jesus.” (Matthew 17:1-3)

Matthew 17:1-3

are they?who…
Elijah – Predicted in Malachi 4:5. God used him to prevent rain from falling for 3½ 
years (James 5:17), just as the two witnesses will do. Elijah was immediately 
taken up into heaven (2 Kings 2:11), just as the two witnesses will be. Elijah called 
down fire from heaven, as will the two witnesses (2 Kings 1:10). He appeared with 
Moses on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-3).

Moses – Appeared with Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration. Moses turned 
water to blood (Exodus 7:20). The angel, Michael, fought for his body against 
Satan, who was trying to hinder God’s plan in the last days (Jude 9). 

Other Possibilities – Enoch, John the Baptist, or some “new” unknown prophets.

“Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord had commanded. He 
raised his staff in the presence of Pharaoh and his officials 
and struck the water of the Nile, and all the water was 
changed into blood.” (Exodus 7:20)

Exodus 7:20



are they?who…
Elijah – Predicted in Malachi 4:5. God used him to prevent rain from falling for 3½ 
years (James 5:17), just as the two witnesses will do. Elijah was immediately 
taken up into heaven (2 Kings 2:11), just as the two witnesses will be. Elijah called 
down fire from heaven, as will the two witnesses (2 Kings 1:10). He appeared with 
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Satan, who was trying to hinder God’s plan in the last days (Jude 9). 

Other Possibilities – Enoch, John the Baptist, or some “new” unknown prophets.

“But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing 
with the devil about the body of Moses, did not himself dare 
to condemn him for slander but said, ‘The Lord rebuke you!’” 
(Jude 9)

Jude 9

are they?who…
Elijah – Predicted in Malachi 4:5. God used him to prevent rain from falling for 3½ 
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Moses on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-3).
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water to blood (Exodus 7:20). The angel, Michael, fought for his body against 
Satan, who was trying to hinder God’s plan in the last days (Jude 9). 

Other Possibilities – Enoch, John the Baptist, or some “new” unknown prophets.



the work of the  
two witnesses

They preach, prophesy about coming judgment, and perform 
miracles. They will call people to repentance. While the 144,000 
are sent out to preach throughout the entire earth, the Two 
Witness’s ministry is primarily to the Jewish people in Jerusalem 
during the first half of The Tribulation Period. They wear 
sackcloth, which means they will warn people of impending grief 
and disaster. They are like “two olive trees and lampstands”  
signifying that they are anointed to bring the light of the Truth of 
God’s Word. 

the work of the  
two witnesses
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the work of the  
two witnesses

Their plagues come in 3 forms:  
 

1. Death – They will kill anyone who tries to harm them.  
 



the work of the  
two witnesses

Their plagues come in 3 forms:  
 

1. Death – They will kill anyone who tries to harm them.  
 

2. Drought – They shut the skies from raining, which will last for 
3½ years.  

the work of the  
two witnesses

Their plagues come in 3 forms:  
 

1. Death – They will kill anyone who tries to harm them.  
 

2. Drought – They shut the skies from raining, which will last for 
3½ years.  

 
3. Disease – They bring many plagues and diseases over all  

the earth, with the intent to awaken people to repent of their  
sinful ways.
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the death and resurrection 
of the two witnesses

The Anti-Christ will assassinate these two witnesses after they 
have completed their ministry at the halfway point in The 
Tribulation. Their bodies will lie in the streets of Jerusalem for 3½ 
days. There will be world-wide rejoicing over their death. They will 
be supernaturally resurrected by God and will ascend into 
Heaven, while the world looks on. An earthquake in Jerusalem 
will follow that will kill 7,000 people. This ushers in the worst of 
the catastrophic judgments on the earth during The Tribulation 
Period, The Bowl Judgments.
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