
Session #1:  
Introduction

The Big Picture



“The Day of  

the Lord”

First “Literal” 

then Symbolism  
or Allegory

1. Preterist
2. Historicist
3. Idealist
4. Futurist

Four approaches to Revelation



1. Authenticate God’s Word
2. Reveal God’s Sovereignty over  

Human History
3. Warn the Non-Believing World of the 

Coming Judgement
4. Motivate and Comfort God’s People 

(Hope)

Why the Book of Revelation?

Prior
to the end times

1. The Church Age

Prior to the end times



Matthew 24:14

“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the 
whole world as testimony to all nations, and then the end 
will come.” 
(Matthew 24:14 NIV)

1. The Church Age
2. From Bad to Worse

Prior to the end times

Matthew 24:3-13
As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. 
“Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your 
coming and of the end of the age?” Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one 
deceives you. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Christ,’ and 
will deceive many. You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you 
are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation 
will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and 
earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of birth pains. Then 
you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated 
by all nations because of me. At that time many will turn away from the faith and 
will betray and hate each other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive 
many people. Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow 
cold, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.”  
(Matthew 24:3-13 NIV)
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1. The Church Age
2. From Bad to Worse
3. The U.S. — A Non-Player
4. Movement Towards 1 World Government, 1 

World Leader, 1 World Economy, 1 World 
Religion

5. The Resurgence of Russia
6. The Re-Building of the Temple
7. Signs and Birth Pangs

Prior to the end times

hebrews 6:1-3

Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about 
Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again the 
foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death,[a] 
and of faith in God, instruction about baptisms, the laying 
on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal 
judgment. And God permitting, we will do so. 
(Hebrews 6:1-3 NIV)



Titus 2:1-13
You must teach what is appropriate in accord with sound doctrine. Teach the older men to be 
temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in endurance. 
Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or 
addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. Then they can train the younger women to love 
their husbands and children, to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to 
be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God. Similarly, encourage the 
young men to be self-controlled. In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In 
your teaching show integrity, seriousness and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, 
so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us. 
Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to please them, not to talk back to 
them, and not to steal from them, but to show that they can be fully trusted, so that in every way 
they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive. For the grace of God has appeared 
that offers salvation to all men. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and 
to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed 
hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.
(Titus 2:1-13 NIV)



Session #2:  
the rapture

scripture…



“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in 
God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has many 
rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I 
am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take 
you to be with me that you also may be where I am.” 
(John 14:1-3)

John 14:1-3

“for they themselves report what kind of reception you 
gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to 
serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son 
from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, 
who rescues us from the coming wrath.”  
(I Thessalonians 1:9-10)

I Thessalonians 1:9-10

“Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be 
uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that 
you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have 
no hope. For we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, and so we believe that God will bring with 
Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. According 
to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still 
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will 
certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.

I Thessalonians 4:13-18



For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, 
with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel 
and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive 
and are left will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be 
with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one 
another with these words.” (I Thessalonians 4:13-18)

I Thessalonians 4:13-18

“But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so 
that this day should surprise you like a thief. You are all 
children of the light and children of the day. We do not 
belong to the night or to the darkness. So then, let us 
not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake 
and sober.

I Thessalonians 5:4-9

“Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our 
being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers and sisters, 
not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the 
teaching allegedly from us—whether by a prophecy or by 
word of mouth or by letter—asserting that the day of the 
Lord has already come. Don’t let anyone deceive you in 
any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion 
occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man 
doomed to destruction. 

II Thessalonians 2:1-7



“Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we 
will all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead 
will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For 
the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable,  
and the mortal with immortality.

I Corinthians 15:51-57

Revelation 3:10

“Since you have kept my command to endure 
patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial  
that is going to come on the whole world to test the 
inhabitants of the earth.” (Revelation 3:10)

3 Main Views



3 Main Views of the rapture

3 Main Views

The entire church (both alive and departed) will be 
transformed and resurrected with their “new” bodies 
BEFORE the 7-Year Tribulation period begins.

Pre-tribulation rapture

3 Main Views

The entire church will be transformed and resurrected 
sometime DURING the 7-Year Tribulation period. 

mid-tribulation rapture



3 Main Views

The entire church will be transformed and 
resurrected AFTER the 7-Year Tribulation period. 

post-tribulation rapture

major characteristics 
of the rapture

1. Imminent

major characteristics of the rapture
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1. Broad Term - “Resurrection”
2. The First Resurrection - 3 Parts

• Jesus (Easter)
• The Church (Rapture)
• Old Testament Saints (End of Tribulation)
• Others (Easter Saints, Two Witnesses)

3. The Second Resurrection - 1 Part
• Unsaved (Great White Throne Judgement)

Resurrections in the Bible

1. Imminent
2. “Secret”
3. Only for the Church (N.T. Believers)
4. Not to be confused with  

“Other” Resurrections
5. Be Ready and Watchful

major characteristics of the rapture

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on 
what day your Lord will come. But understand this: If 
the owner of the house had known at what time of 
night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch 
and would not have let his house be broken into. So 
you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will 
come at an hour when you do not expect him.” 
(Matthew 24: 42-44)

Matthew 24:42-44



“Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s 
coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield 
its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and 
spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, 
because the Lord’s coming is near.” (James 5:7-8)

James 5:7-8



Session #3:  
The judgment of believers and 

the marriage of the lamb

the judgment  
of believers



scripture…

“You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister? 
Or why do you treat them with contempt? For we will 
all stand before God’s judgment seat.”  
(Romans 14:10)

Romans 14:10

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us 
for the things done while in the body, whether good or 
bad.” (II Corinthians 5:10)

II Corinthians 5:10



“If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, 
costly stones, wood, hay or straw, their work will be 
shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to 
light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test 
the quality of each person’s work. If what has been 
built survives, the builder will receive a reward. If it is 
burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be 
saved—even though only as one escaping through the 
flames.” (I Corinthians 3:12-15)

I Corinthians 3:12-15

“Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but 
only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get 
the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes 
into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will 
not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last 
forever. Therefore I do not run like someone running 
aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer beating the air. 
No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so 
that after I have preached to others, I myself will not 
be disqualified for the prize.” (I Corinthians 9:24-27)

I Corinthians 9:24-27

“Now there is in store for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but 
also to all who have longed for his appearing.”  
(II Timothy 4:8)

II Timothy 4:8



The “Bema” seat
In Ancient Greece, a platform for awarding 
winners in the Olympic games. Also, a 
platform for handing down judgments. 

Occurs in Heaven after the 
Rapture, but before the 
marriage of the lamb.

• Actions

Judges:
Matthew 16:27

“For the Son of Man is 
going to come in his 

Father’s glory with his 
angels, and then he will 

reward each person 
according to what they 

have done.”



• Actions

Judges:
I Corinthians 4:5

“Therefore judge nothing 
before the appointed time; wait 

until the Lord comes. He will 
bring to light what is hidden in 
darkness and will expose the 
motives of the heart. At that 
time each will receive their 

praise from God.”

• Motives

• Actions

Judges:
Matthew 12:36

“But I tell you that 
everyone will have to give 

account on the day of 
judgment for every empty 
word they have spoken.”

• Motives
• Words

Only for believers.



Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. 
Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes 
of him to whom we must give an account. 
(Hebrews 4:13 NIV)

Hebrews 4:13

Don’t Confuse with the great 
white throne judgment of 

revelation 20.

Rewards and crowns given  
for faithful service and  

good stewardship.



you can  
lose rewards 
for poor 
decision making.

II John 1:8

“Watch out that you do 
not lose what we have 
worked for, but that you 
may be rewarded fully.”

even the 
minimally 
rewarded  
will rejoice.

I Corinthians 4:5

“Therefore judge nothing before 
the appointed time; wait until the 
Lord comes. He will bring to light 
what is hidden in darkness and  
will expose the motives of the 

heart. At that time each  
will receive their praise  

from God.”

judgment of believer’s works, not 
their sins. Christ has already 

atoned for every believer’s sins 
and remembers them no more.



the crowns that  
are rewarded  
seem to be  
provided for  
worship.

Revelations 4:10-11

“The twenty-four elders fall down before 
him who sits on the throne and worship 

him who lives for ever and ever. They lay 
their crowns before the throne and say: 

‘You are worthy, our Lord and God,
    to receive glory and honor and power, 

for you created all things,
    and by your will they were  

created and have  
their being.’”

the marriage of  
the lamb

scripture…



“Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like 
the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of 
thunder, shouting: ‘Hallelujah! For our Lord God 
Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give 
him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and 
his bride has made herself ready. Fine linen, bright 
and clean, was given her to wear.’” (Revelation 19:6-8)

Revelation 19:6-8

“I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised 
you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present 
you as a pure virgin to him.” (II Corinthians 11:2)

II Corinthians 11:2

“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother 
and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 
flesh. This is a profound mystery—but I am talking 
about Christ and the church.” (Ephesians 5:31-32)

Ephesians 5:31-32



The selection and payment for 
the Bride by the Father of the 
Groom (Elect is chosen and 
payment for their sins made at 
The Cross).

three main stages

The  
Betrothal  

stage

The Bride (The N.T. Church) 
is led to the Groom’s home 
and presented to him, which 
will occur in Heaven after  
The Rapture. 

three main stages

The  
presentation  

stage

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in 
God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has many 
rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I 
am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take 
you to be with me that you also may be where I 
am.” (John 14:1-3)

The Presentation stage — John 14:1-3



The Marriage Celebration is 
concluded with a marriage 
feast (The Marriage Supper  
of the Lamb). 

three main stages

The  
celebration  

stage

“Then the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are 
those who are invited to the wedding supper of the 
Lamb!’ And he added, ‘These are the true words of 
God.’” (Revelation 19:9)

The marriage supper of the lamb —  
Revelation 19:9

This occurs shortly after The  
Second Coming of Christ, 
publicly conducted on earth 
during The Millennial Kingdom.

three main stages

The  
celebration  

stage



“Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. 
This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not 
drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that 
day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s 
kingdom.’” (Matthew 26:27-29)

The millennial kingdom — Matthew 26:27-29

three main stages

The  
celebration  

stage

This is the ultimate  
Communion Service with the 
O.T. Believers, the N.T. 
Believers, and the Tribulation 
Believers all participating.
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