
 

 

 

Parents: This is a modified version of the lesson that our volunteers receive each week. The at-home lessons 
are following the regular Discovery Land curriculum plan.  
 

Lesson 6 – April 5, 2020 

Mark 14:12 - 15:47; Luke 22:31-34  
 
Know Right:  Peter denies Jesus. 
 
Think Right:  “I am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation 

of everyone who believes...” Romans 1:16a  
 
Do Right:  I will boldly stand firm for Jesus.  
  
Feel Right:  I can feel confident when I boldly stand firm for Jesus. 
 
Have you ever been ashamed of Jesus? It is a temptation each of us can give into. As 
we’ll learn this week, even one of Jesus’ own disciples denied Him! But just as Jesus 
restored Peter, He can restore us when we fail. We then get another opportunity to 
boldly proclaim Jesus! We are living in a unique time, where more people might be 
open to hearing about the hope we find in Jesus. As you read and study this lesson, 
pray and ask God where He might want you and your family to be bold for Him.   
 

Parent Preparation 
 
Pray: Ask God to help your children to be confident enough in God’s Word and who God is that they will 
never be ashamed. Also pray that God will provide a solid Christian friend for each of your children, one 
who will stand with them when their faith is tested and challenged. 
 
Read: Mark 14:12 - 15:47; Luke 22:31-34 
Note: This is a significant amount of Scripture to read in preparation for this lesson about Peter’s denial of 
Jesus, but it is essential to understand the full context of the lesson. Most of the passages will be 
paraphrased in the lesson. 
 
Read the Lesson Summary: Peter denies Jesus 
Jesus made it clear to His disciples that He would be betrayed, die, and on the third day rise to live again, 
yet they still did not understand. In his self-confident manner, Peter declared his unending loyalty to Jesus, 
even to the point of death, but Jesus confronted Peter with the truth. Before the rooster crowed twice that 
day, Peter would deny Jesus three times. However, Jesus also made this promise - He had prayed that 



 

 

Peter’s faith would not fail, and that Peter would return to strengthen his brothers. When Jesus’ prediction 
came true, Peter experienced the agony of his failure. When Jesus’ resurrection came true, Peter 
experienced the grace of his Savior. As we walk through Easter with Peter let’s remember to boldly stand 
firm for Jesus. 
 
Gather Supplies for the Discover Time Hands-On Activities:  
Gather a tin can and wood board for each family member if you want to follow along with the video OR if 
you do not have those supplies or you’d rather lead it yourself, read the Discover Time options below and 
gather the supplies for the one that will work best for your family.  
 

Discover Time Hands on Activity: Are you ashamed? 
Goal: To help your children understand the importance of boldly living a life for Jesus. 

 
Option 1: Video 
Supplies:  

• Metal can for each family member (on its side) 
• Wood board for each family member (3 to 5 inches wide x 3+ feet long) 

 
Instructions:  
1. Inform your family you are going to play a fun game of Simon Says.  
2. Line your family up and then say, “Let’s have some fun and do it as we balance. Once the entire family 

is standing firm on their own board, we’ll start.”  
3. Give each person a can (on its side) and a board (for younger children use a smaller can and a longer 

board). 
4. Challenge your family to balance on the board first, and then you will begin to play Simon Says.  
5. After a few minutes of watching children struggle to balance say, “Simon Says, take the board off the 

can and put it firmly on the ground.” The children should be relieved by the good news. Once everyone 
is standing firm on a solid foundation, start to play Simon Says. 

6. The winner can get a prize like a special privilege at home, a snack, or a sticker that makes them feel 
special.  

7. Explain to your children that our lives will get tippy when we are not standing firm for Jesus and are 
intead trying to please our friends, look popular, or we just want to do things our own way. God wants 
you to put your full trust in Him, so you can stand firm and boldly tell others about Jesus. 

 
Parent Tips: To make this DT successful, make sure the board and can sizes are correct for your child. 
Make it challenging to the point that is almost impossible to balance for more than five seconds. What if 
your child has excellent balancing abilities? Make the first Simon Says statement: “Stand on one foot.” 
 
Option 2: Play-Doh 
Supplies:  

● Play-Doh 
 
Instructions: 
1. Using Play-Doh, have your children write out the words “I LOVE JESUS” in 3D or flat letters. 



 

 

2. As they work, talk about ways they can boldly live for Jesus and proclaim God’s love: invite a friend to 
church when the doors open again, be a friend to someone on social media who doesn’t have a friend, 
or pray for family or friends who don’t know Jesus. Ask them, “How do you feel when I talk about 
inviting others to church or telling others about Jesus? Are you bold? Will you stand firm and do it, or 
are you embarrassed, shy, or afraid of what other might think?” 

3. Optional: Encourage your child to be bold! Take a picture of your child with their Play-Doh project and 
post it on social media.  

 
Option 3: Art 
Supplies:   

● A poster board or large roll paper with “He is Risen!” written in large bubble letters (optional: divide 
letters into smaller sections so the letters have more of a stained-glass look) 

● Brightly colored paint 
● Paint brushes 
● Water cups 

 
Instructions: 
1. Have your children make a banner that proclaims that Jesus is real and alive! Discuss if they think this 

is a good idea or if they are embarrassed.  
2. When dry, display your poster in your window or outside so neighbors and those passing by will see it. 

This is a great way to make a bold statement for Jesus this week. 
 

 
Option 4: Open Space 
Supplies:  

● List of statements (below) 
● Painter’s tape (use tape to create fifteen or more evenly spaced lines across the floor to serve as 

step measurements; children will move from one line to the next as they answer the questions; 
tape is optional - without tape, children can take one step forward if they answer correctly) 

 
Instructions: 
1. Line up on the starting line. 
2. The goal is to reach the finish line, always remembering that answering honestly is more important than 

reaching the line.  
3. You will read some situations. If they agree with and apply (live out) the situation in their life, they will 

take one step forward to the next line. They must answer honestly - no cheating! 
4. If they don’t agree with and don’t apply (live out) that statement, they must take two steps back, or step 

back to the starting line if that’s as far back as they can go. 
5. Continue asking questions as time allows, adding additional statements as needed, or until all children 

have reached the goal line.  
6. To encourage honesty, don’t give a prize to the winner. Instead, talk about how being a Christian isn’t 

about winning a prize…it’s about living a life that reflects Jesus no matter the cost. 
 
Here are the statements. Feel free to add additional questions to challenge kids to think boldly about their 
faith. 

● I boldly talk to my friends about sports. 



 

 

● I boldly talk to my friends about my favorite TV show. 
● I boldly talk to my friends about my favorite movie. 
● I boldly talk to my friends about the church I go to. 
● I boldly talk to my friends about the school lunch menu. 
● I boldly talk to my friends about my relationship with Jesus. 
● I boldly talk to my friends about a new store in the mall. 
● I boldly talk to my friends about a new Christian song on the radio. 
● I boldly talk to my friends about where I would go if I die. 
● I boldly carry my Bible to school so my friends can see it. 
● I boldly talk to my friends about a teacher I really like. 
● I boldly talk to my friends about what Jesus is teaching me at church. 
● I boldly explain to my friends why I would not cheat on a test. 
● I boldly explain to my friends why I would not watch an “R” rated movie. 
● I boldly invite my friends to my birthday party. 
● I boldly invite my friends to come to church with me. 
● I boldly sing popular song lyrics in front of my friends. 
● I boldly sing a worship song in front of my friends. 

 
Optional: Taking it deeper 

• Half-way through the DT, ring a bell and have your children freeze.  
• Say: If you have lied about any of your answers, go back to the starting line.  
• Hopefully your children have told the truth, but for those who have not, it will take true courage not 

to be ashamed and do what is right (great thing to highlight during the lesson). 
 
Preschool Option: 
Supplies:  

● Wordless Book (a 5-page “book” made out of yellow, black, red, white, and green paper) 
● Red squares of construction paper or tissue paper (1 to 2 inch squares) 
● Large cross outlined on a poster board (preschoolers do not always understand where to put the 

squares of paper, so you may want to lightly shade the inside of the cross or add small dots as a 
visual of where the squares should go) 

● Glue sticks 
 
Instructions: 
1. Children will fill the large cross with red squares. 
2. As children work on this project, ask them why we are covering the cross with red squares.  
3. Show them the red page of the Wordless Book and coach them to boldly say, “Jesus died for our sin!”  
4. Also remind them to tell others that Jesus died for their sin. 
5. Display the finished project in your window or outside so neighbors and those passing by will see it. 
  



 

 

Bible Lesson  
This lesson will be taught on the video. We’re including the entire lesson plan below  

if you’d like to review it with your children or want to teach it yourself. 
 
Creative Ideas for the Lesson: 
1. Fold the legs of a small table so it is on the floor and have bread on the table. Have your children 

quietly sit on the floor around the table. Have grapes, bread, and olives to sample. Dim your lights and 
only have a lamp on to create the atmosphere of the last supper. Ask your children, “Are you ashamed 
of the Gospel?” Look at each child…and pause. When Jesus sat at a table like this, there was a person 
who thought he would live for Jesus no matter the cost, but he didn’t. Let me tell you what 
happened…Dramatically teach the lesson as if they were actually there. Occasionally read from your 
Bible to reinforce main points. 

2. Pull props from a box as you teach the lesson and lay each item on a table so you can review them as 
you teach. Ideas for props: water (washing feet), a flower (garden), twelve LEGO people or action 
figures (disciples), lip balm (kiss), blanket (sleeping), toy sword (soldiers), dark colored numbers 1, 2, 3 
(denial), a picture of a rooster, a cross, a crown of thorns, etc. 

3. Preschool Option: Prepare four locations in your house to teach the lesson: the upper room (table with 
food on it), the Garden of Gethsemane (fake trees, a green bed sheet for children to sit on, and a toy 
sword hidden until it’s mentioned in the lesson), courthouse with a Jewish leader (costume to dress up 
a child and a brown bed sheet over a chair for the child to sit on), and an area with the cross. Have 
children move to the different areas as you teach. 

 
Lesson Introduction 

 
Connecting the DT to the Lesson: 
When was the last time you told someone about Jesus? How boldly do you talk about God when you’re not 
at church? Are you bold about your faith, or are you embarrassed or afraid? In today’s lesson, you will learn 
about a person who thought he would boldly talk about Jesus, but his courage faded when the pressure 
came. 
 
Pray: Encourage one of your children to pray, which encourages spiritual leadership. Remind your 
children that when we pray, we are talking to God.  
 
Find It: Today we are going to study the Bible in the book of Mark, chapter 14. Mark is the second book of 
the New Testament. As a family, find Mark 14 in a Bible. 
 
Introduction to the Bible Lesson: 
Do you remember what a prophecy is? (It’s when God tells us something that’s going to happen in the 
future) God gives prophecies through people called prophets. As we learned last week, Jesus knew He 
was going to die on the cross. Before He went to the cross, Jesus told His disciples some prophecies. One 
prophecy was that Judas was the disciple who would betray Him. In today’s lesson, we are going to learn 
about some other very important prophecies that Jesus made about His disciples, especially Simon Peter. 
  



 

 

Scripture Outline for the Lesson 
Mark 14:12 - 15:47; Luke 22:31-34 

 
Jesus prophesies that His disciples will fall away, and Simon Peter will deny Him 

Paraphrase of Mark 14:12-26: 
The disciples were Jesus' closest friends on this earth. Jesus loved His disciples. 
He taught them, He protected them, and as we learned last week, He even humbly 
washed their feet. But it was almost time for Jesus to go to the cross to be 
crucified for our sins. This would be very hard for Jesus’ disciples. Jesus talked to 
them to get them ready for the hard times ahead. Let’s read what Jesus said.  

 
Read Mark 14:27-28 
Recap: Jesus told His disciples they would all run away from Him. Simon Peter 
loved Jesus and believed Jesus was God’s Son and the Savior. But Peter had a 
bad habit of leaning on his own understanding instead of depending on Jesus 
alone. We saw this when Jesus wanted to wash Peter’s feet. Instead of obeying 
Jesus, Peter questioned Him. Listen to what Jesus said to Peter: 
 
Read Luke 22:31-32 (parallel account in Mark 14:29-31) 
Recap: Even though Peter believed in Jesus as his Savior, Satan was going to 
test him. Jesus said that Peter would not stand firm with Him - he would not stick 
with Jesus. Jesus prayed that Peter would still have faith. Here is what Peter said 
to Jesus: 
 
Read Luke 22:33 
Recap: Peter thought that he would always be a bold testimony for Jesus, even to 
death. Then Jesus told Peter this prophecy: 
 
Read Luke 22:34 

 
Jesus prays, but the disciples sleep 

Paraphrase of Mark 14:32-42: 
After Jesus was finished talking to the disciples, they went to the Garden of 
Gethsemane where Jesus talked to His Heavenly Father. Jesus took Peter, 
James, and John with Him, and He told them to keep watch and to pray and ask 
God to help them. He came back to check on Peter, James, and John three times. 
Do you think they were keeping watch and praying like Jesus told them to? (No!) 
What do you think they were doing? (They were sleeping!) Then, all of a sudden: 

 
Judas betrays Jesus, and Jesus is arrested 

Paraphrase of Mark 14:43-52:   
Judas came with a crowd of people to arrest Jesus. Judas gave Jesus a kiss  
to show them who Jesus was - he betrayed Jesus. Then they took Jesus away. 
Can you guess what the disciples did? (They all ran away)  
 
 



 

 

Stop! We may be thinking what cowards the disciples were at this time,  
but think about yourself. When you are at school, at a sporting event, or at  
a friend’s house, do you ever betray Jesus? Pause and really allow time  
for your children to think about this statement. 
 
When we are put in these situations, we need to think right by thinking about 
Romans 1:16. Have your children look up the verse. 

 
Jesus appears before the Sanhedrin 

Paraphrase of Mark 14:53-65:   
Jesus was taken to the Jewish high priest, and Peter followed at a distance to see 
what happened. They asked Jesus if He was the Son of God, and He told them He 
was. Because they wouldn’t believe that Jesus was telling the truth, they said that 
He should die. Remember, Jesus had not done one single thing wrong, but many 
of the Jewish leaders wanted Him dead. They spit on Jesus, and they blindfolded 
Him and beat Him. 

 
Peter denies Jesus three times before the rooster crows twice 

Paraphrase of Mark 14:66-72:   
During all of this, Peter was in the high priest’s courtyard by the fire  
warming himself because it was cold. Some of the people who were there  
with Peter recognized that he was one of Jesus’ disciples. Three times  
Peter said that he did not know Jesus. Was Peter lying when he said he  
didn’t know Jesus? (Yes) Can you guess what happened the third time Peter said 
he didn’t know Jesus? (The rooster crowed twice) And what else happened? 
(Jesus looked straight at Peter!) Wow! Everything happened like Jesus said it 
would. Peter remembered everything Jesus had prophesied. Peter was so sad 
about what he had done, he went outside and cried bitterly. 
 
Pause for a moment of silence. Challenge your children to reflect on their own life 
and if they’ve ever denied Jesus. 

 
Pilate sentences Jesus to death, and the soldiers mock and beat Him 

 Paraphrase of Mark 15:1-20:  
The Jewish leaders sent Jesus to the Roman governor named Pilate. The  
Jews shouted for Jesus to be crucified, so Pilate gave the order to his  
soldiers. First, they flogged Jesus. That means they beat Him with a  
horrible whip. Then, they put a purple robe and a crown of thorns on Jesus  
and beat Him on the head with a staff, spit on Him, and made fun of Him.  

 
Jesus is crucified and buried in the tomb 

Paraphrase of Mark 15:21-47:   
They took Jesus and crucified Him on a cross. All of this was the punishment that 
we deserve because of our sin. Can you imagine if these terrible things happened 
to you? Instead, Jesus took this punishment for us. 

 



 

 

Conclusion:  
Everything happened exactly as Jesus said it would. Even though the disciples believed in Jesus, when 
things got hard and scary, they ran away and left Jesus all alone. Peter lied three times and said he didn’t 
even know Jesus! Imagine how this made Jesus feel, when He was taking the punishment we all deserve. 
This is a very sad part of what happened, but it’s not the end! Jesus was placed in a tomb and guess what 
happened? Come back in two weeks and find out more about how Jesus rose from the dead and is alive! 
Also, do you remember how Jesus told Peter that He had prayed for him? Make sure you’re here in two 
weeks for Lesson 7, because we’re going to learn what happened next with Jesus and Peter. You don’t 
want to miss it!  
 
Do Right and Feel Right: 
Many of us believe in Jesus just like the disciples did. Sometimes, though, we’re like Peter. We get scared 
or we are ashamed to tell people that we know Jesus and that we trust in Him as our Savior and Lord. 
Instead of telling others about Jesus, we wimp out and we don’t tell the truth about Him. Did you know that 
Jesus prays for us just like He prayed for Peter? (John 17:20-26) And when we trust in Him to save us from 
our sin, He gives us His Holy Spirit to always be with us and help us. If we learn to depend on Jesus when 
we’re afraid, He will help us feel courageous.  
 
If you’ve never understood why Jesus died on the cross, but now you do, and if you want Jesus to save you 
from your sin, would you like to learn how right now? Opportunity to share the Gospel through the Wordless 
Book. Let’s pray. 
  



 

 

Elementary Review Questions: What did you discover today? 
 
1. What did Jesus say the disciples would do? (They would run away and leave Him) 
2. What did Jesus say Peter would do? (He would lie about knowing Jesus three times before the rooster 

crowed twice) 
3. What did the disciples do when Jesus was arrested? (They ran away and left Jesus alone) 
4. What did Peter do when people said he was one of Jesus’ disciples? (He lied three times before the 

rooster crowed twice) 
5. What did Jesus do to help Peter? (He prayed that Peter’s faith would not fail and when he turned back 

to Jesus, he would strengthen the other disciples) 
6. How did Peter feel after he lied about Jesus? (He was very sad, and he ran out and cried bitterly) 
7. Will you boldly tell others that you believe in Jesus? Why or why not? 
 

Preschool Review Questions: What did you discover today? 
 
1. In the beginning of our lesson, what was Jesus doing with His disciples? (Eating) 
2. What did Jesus say Peter would lie about three times before the rooster crowed? (Knowing Jesus) 
3. When Jesus was arrested, did the disciples stay with Jesus or run away? (They ran away and left 

Jesus alone) 
4. How did Peter feel after he lied about knowing Jesus? (He was very sad, and he ran out and cried) 
5. Did Jesus die on the cross for our sin? (Yes) 
6. Will you tell others about Jesus? 
7. How can you tell others about Jesus? (Share the Wordless Book 
 
 

Songs Used in Today’s Video 
 

Song, Artist, Album 

“My God” by Go Fish, Gotta Move 
“The Stand” by Uncle Charlie, Shine On 

“Tell the World” by Austin Stone Worship Kids, Only Jesus 

Parents – we strongly encourage you to support these artists by purchasing their music and videos, so they 
can continue producing outstanding music that leads kids in praise and worship! You can find most songs 
on iTunes or on the artist’s website, and many lyric videos can be found on worshiphousekids.com.  

 


