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We all want people to think we're kind and generous, but God sees deep into our hearts. He values our true 
character, not other people's opinions of us. As we study Ananias and Sapphira, we'll learn just how much 
God wants us to live honest lives that honor Him.  
 

Lesson 8 – April 26, 2020 
Acts 4:32 - 5:11 

 
Know Right:  Ananias and Sapphira are dishonest. 
 
Think Right:  “Do not steal. Do not lie. Do not deceive one another.” Leviticus 19:11 
 
Do Right:  I will tell the truth. 
  
Feel Right:  I can feel honest when I tell the truth. 
 

Parent Preparation 
 
1. Pray: Pray that your children will become people who speak and do what is honest and true.  
 
2. Read the Lesson Summary: Ananias and Sapphira are dishonest  

After Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, the Christian Church began. Jesus’ followers lived devoted 
lives, boldly sharing the Gospel and selflessly sharing in fellowship. Their unity is an amazing testimony 
of a life centered on Christ. An exception was Ananias and Sapphira, a husband and wife among the 
early Christians who tested the Holy Spirit with their conspiracy to fraudulently contribute from their 
wealth. Their punishment was swift and severe. They serve as a shocking example to help us 
remember to tell the truth. 

 
3. Prepare for the Discover Time Hands-On Activity: To follow along with the video, prepare 

for the first option. If teaching the lesson yourself, choose the activity that best fits your family. 
 
4. Creative Idea: Use play money and give each of your children different amounts. Role play the early 

Church as you teach the lesson.  
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Discover Time Hands-on Activities 
 
Option 1: (in the video) – Stack Attack! 
1. You will need LEGO bricks. If you don’t have LEGO bricks, use dominos, buttons, blocks, or another 

object to build a tower or shape. 
2. Your job is to build a tower with the exact number of LEGO bricks (suggested numbers: Preschool – 

25, K-2nd grade – 50, and 3rd-6th grade – 100).  
3. When you stack the right amount...jump up and down 10 times while saying, “I’m the winner!” Be sure 

to be honest...double count to make sure you have exactly the right number before you claim victory! 
4. Discuss: Before we move on, let’s take time to count once again, to make sure the winner has the right 

number. Sometimes we might accidently count wrong, and other times we might purposefully count 
wrong to win. In today's lesson, we are going to learn about two people who had plenty of money, just 
like you had plenty of LEGO bricks...but they chose to be dishonest. 

 
Option 2: Art/Play-Doh        
1. You will need plain white paper with “I will tell the truth” written in bubble letters in the center of the 

paper (the rest of the paper should be white) along with dot stampers, rubber stamps with ink pads, or 
Play-Doh. 

2. Hold up a poster and read it as you point to the words. Talk with your child about what it means to tell 
the truth. Have younger children repeat “I will tell the truth” several times as you point to the words.  

3. Have your children decorate their poster with fun dot stamps or rubber stamps, or have them fill in the 
words with Play-Doh. 

4. Talk together about situations when it might be hard to tell the truth.  
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Bible Lesson 
This lesson will be taught on the video. The basic lesson plan is included below  

if you’d like to review it with your child or want to teach it yourself. 
 
Pray: Encourage one of your children to open in prayer. Remind your other children that their minds 
should be focused as they pray along with the person praying. 
 
Find It: Open up your Bibles to the book of Acts, chapter 4, verse 32. This book is in the New Testament. 
 
Introduction to the Bible Lesson: 
Two weeks ago, we celebrated Easter, the day Jesus rose from the dead after He was crucified for our sin. 
That was an amazing day that changed the whole world! After Jesus rose from the dead, He stayed on this 
earth for forty days, before He went to heaven to be with His Father. After that, on the day of Pentecost, 
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to live in everyone who believed in Him. The Holy Spirit helped the disciples 
perform miracles and tell people about Jesus. More and more people believed in Jesus and became part of 
what we call the Christian Church. This was a very important time, because it’s when Christianity, that 
means faith in Jesus Christ, began to spread all over the world. Today we’re going to learn something really 
shocking that happened in the early Christian Church. Are you ready to find out? 
 

Open the Bible 
 
There is unity in the church     
Read Acts 4:32-37 
Recap: It must have been really awesome to be one of the believers at that time. They loved Jesus and 
each other so much they shared everything! What do you think Jesus’ disciples were doing? (Telling people 
about Jesus)  
 
Since the disciples were busy telling people about Jesus, they weren’t making at money working at other 
jobs. If the disciples needed money, a believer might sell a piece of land or even their house to make sure 
the disciples had what they needed, while they were telling people about Jesus. Isn’t that awesome? Who 
was one of the early Christians that sold a field and gave the money to the disciples? (Barnabas) Barnabas 
loved God, and he did a lot to help the early Church. Things were going really well, but then there was 
trouble! 
 
Ananias and Sapphira make a plan     
Read Acts 5:1-2 
Recap: What did Ananias and Sapphira do? (Sold a piece of land, kept part of the money, and gave the 
rest to the disciples) Guess what. Ananias and Sapphira wanted people to think they were being generous 
like Barnabas. They wanted God and the people in the church to believe something that wasn’t true. What’s 
that called? (Lying) Remember, in our Discover Time activity today, we talked about lying. What are some 
things that kids might lie about? Allow various answers. Do you think Ananias and Sapphira got away with 
their lie? Let’s see. 
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Ananias’ lie is exposed     
Read Acts 5:3-4 
Recap: Wow! How did Peter know Ananias and Sapphira were lying? Well, think about it. Can we hide 
anything from God? (No) You mean He knows everything about us? (Yes) God knew Ananias and 
Sapphira were lying, and He let Peter know through the Holy Spirit. I bet Ananias and Sapphira never 
expected that! And who wanted Ananias and Sapphira to lie? (Satan) Instead of doing things God’s way, 
Ananias and Sapphira did things Satan’s way. Satan wants all of us to mess up like Ananias and Sapphira 
did.  
 
Let’s make sure we understand what happened. Would it have been okay for Ananias and Sapphira to 
keep part of the money they received for their land? (Yes, keeping the money wasn’t the sin) What was the 
sin? (They lied) If we lie to God, will He know it? (Yes, He knows everything) What do you think happened 
next? 
 
Ananias is punished     
Read Acts 5:5-6 
Recap: That’s a pretty bad punishment, isn’t it? Let’s see what happened to Sapphira. 
 
Sapphira’s lie is exposed     
Read Acts 5:7-8 
Recap: Uh-oh! Did Sapphira just lie to God, too? (Yes) Let’s see what happened to her! 
 
Sapphira is punished     
Read Acts 5:9-11 
Recap: Did you think Sapphira would die too? How did the people feel when they heard about Ananias and 
Sapphira? (They were very afraid) Do you know that Psalm 111:10 says, “The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom”? God knows exactly what is in our hearts. We may be able to fool people, but we can 
never fool God. If people in the church lie and cheat each other, is that a very good way to help others 
come to Jesus to be saved from their sin? (No) God took the bad thing that Ananias and Sapphira did and 
used it to teach the people of the church to be honest and trust Him with everything. Let’s say our Think 
Right verse, Leviticus 19:11.  
     
Conclusion:  
After all of this happened with Ananias and Sapphira, God kept helping the people who trusted in Him. The 
disciples did many miracles, and they told people about Jesus. More and more people believed in Jesus to 
save them from their sin, and the Church continued to grow. God always does the right thing! 
 
Do Right and Feel Right: 
Ananias and Sapphira did not tell the truth. Instead, they lied. God took their foolish dishonesty and used it 
to teach us that we need to be honest and tell the truth all the time. When we do this, we can feel 
trustworthy! How honest are you? None of us can be totally honest without depending on Jesus to help us. 
Have you trusted in Jesus to save you from your sin? Is He the leader of your life? Would you like to learn 
how to ask Jesus to forgive your sin? Opportunity to share the Gospel through the Wordless Book. 
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Review Questions 
 

Elementary 
 
1. How did people in the early Church help the 

disciples? (They would sell land and homes and 
give the disciples the money to live on while they 
were telling people about Jesus) 

2. When Ananias and Sapphira sold their property, 
what did they do with the money? (They kept part 
for themselves and they gave part to the 
disciples) 

3. What did Ananias and Sapphira want people to 
think? (They gave all the money to the disciples) 

4. Was it a sin for Ananias and Sapphira to keep 
part of the money? (No) 

5. What did Ananias and Sapphira do that was a 
sin? (They lied) 

6. What happened to Ananias and Sapphira? (They 
died) 

7. What happened to the disciples and the Church? 
(The disciples did many miracles, they told 
people about Jesus, so more people believed, 
and the Church grew) 

8. Are you determined to tell the truth? 
 

Preschool  
 
1. Today we learned how the people in the Church 

loved each other. What did they often give to the 
Church? (Money) 

2. When Ananias and Sapphira sold their land, what 
did they do with the money? (They kept part for 
themselves, and they gave part to the Church) 

3. What did Ananias and Sapphira want people to 
think? (They had given all the money to the 
Church) 

4. Was it a sin for Ananias and Sapphira to lie about 
their money so they would look better? (Yes) 

5. Should Ananias and Sapphira have told the 
truth? (Yes)   

6. Give an example of telling the truth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Songs Used in Today’s Video 

 
“Movin’ Me” by Amber Sky Records, Movin’ Me 

 “Changed” by Jordan Feliz, Future 
 “We Will Live” by Covenant Worship & Covenant Kids Worship, Crazy Love 

 
Preschool Songs 

 
“Fixin’ My Eyes on You” by Jana Alayra, Jump Into the Light 

“The Life” by Seeds Family Worship, Seeds of Character (Vol. 6) 

 
Parents – we strongly encourage you to support these artists by purchasing their music and videos, so they can 
continue producing outstanding music that leads kids in praise and worship! You can find most songs on iTunes, on 
the artist’s website, and many lyric videos can be found on worshiphousekids.com.
 


